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day or the day after, when the meirun Is washed off. With
the Greeks this washing is appointed to be done In church
by the priest seven days after the baptism, an observance
made much of by the Hellenic Greeks. In Syria, however,
the meirun is usually washed off at once by the godmother
quite informally, unless the priest happens to be present,
in which case he may say one of the appointed prayers.
Both the water of baptism and the water of the washing
should be poured off in some clean place, to escape pol-
lution.
With the Maronites the priest washes the child before
clothing it in a white veil, and immediately after anointing
its forehead with the meirun, the latter ceremony being a
curious instance of a symbol surviving the thing symbolized,
and recalling the old times when the Maronite infants like
all other Syrians were confirmed immediately after baptism.
Confirmation is now administered, according to the Roman
custom, to children of seven years old and upward, during
an episcopal visitation.
In the Greek and Syrian Churches, the child, having
been confirmed in full membership by use of the chrism,
may now be communicated. According to the Greek usage,
the priest places, with a spoon, on the tongue of the infant
a minute bit of the sop, brought in a small vial. With the
Jacobites, the wafer is passed over the lips of the child
and then given to the godparent to eat. The formal ser-
vices always terminate with a procession around the church,
or room, where the baptism has been performed. The
priest then takes down, for registration at the patriarchate,
the baptismal name, which is that of the patron saint and
may be quite different from the name by which the child is
actually to be called.
Before celebrating a marriage between two people in
any one of the Eastern churches, the priest must ascertain
the exact degree of relationship which may exist between
them. This is especially important in view of two facts:
not only is it the custom for a youth to seek a bride among
his relations, but the fee for the episcopal or patriarchal

